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But if you can’t bring diverse people together
in unity, then the rest of it eventually will
fall to people’s blindness.

So that’s what I wanted to say. I’m glad
for the good things that have happened in
this country. I’m grateful that we’ve been
able to be a force for peace and freedom
throughout the world. I think I was right
about the trade issue, and I appreciated you
mentioning that, and I wish I had persuaded
more people in my party I was right, but time
is on our side there.

But what you have to understand is, Amer-
ica’s public life is always about tomorrow.
That’s why we’re still around here after over
225 years. We are always about tomorrow.
We’re always a country that is becoming, al-
ways in the process of being something big-
ger and better and different, because we’re
rooted in some values that stand the test of
time. That’s what this election is about.

Now, the seat that my wife is running for
was held by Robert Kennedy and Daniel Pat-
rick Moynihan, people that were important
to New York and important to America, peo-
ple that had good minds and caring hearts.
I must say, of all the crazy things people have
said in this election, the only one that has
really kind of steamed me is when somebody
says, ‘‘Well, she wouldn’t be doing this if she
weren’t First Lady.’’ I can tell you that for
30 years all she ever did was work for other
people, other causes, other candidates, other
things she believed in. And the truth is, if
she hadn’t come home and married me 25
years ago, she would have done this 15 years
ago, herself. That’s the real truth.

I have had the great honor of knowing
hundreds of people in public life. One thing
I’d like to say about that is that most of
them—Republicans and Democrats alike,
conservatives and liberals alike—were much
more honest, much more hardworking, and
much more likely to do what they believed
is right than you would believe if all you did
was read the press accounts. Most people do
what they think is right. That’s why I urge
the Democrats in this election to just posit
that from Governor Bush on down, the Re-
publicans are good people who love their
families and love their country, and we just
have different views here. So people can get
all of the cobwebs out of their head and think

about how this election was going to affect
them.

Al Gore would be a good President be-
cause he makes good decisions. I saw that
again in these 2 days when we were huddling
over the Middle East crisis. He makes good
decisions. You hire people to make decisions.

In the Senate you need somebody who can
work with other people and bring order out
of chaos and set priorities, because you don’t
have the whole, sort of, power of the Federal
Government working for you. You have to
have somebody who can really think and who
really cares about the right things and then
can get things done.

I have personally never known anybody,
ever, in all my years in public life—and I’ve
known several Presidents; I’ve known scores
of Cabinet members; I’ve known a couple
of hundred people who have served in the
U.S. Senate—I have never known anybody
who had the same combination of mind and
heart and knowledge and ability to get things
done that Hillary does.

I would be giving this speech today for her
if we hadn’t spent the last over 25 years to-
gether. I would do that, because I’m telling
you, if the people of New York vote for her,
the ones who didn’t vote for her will wonder
why they didn’t within a year.

So I am grateful to you. I think she’s going
to win. We can’t let her be outspent too badly
in the last 21⁄2 weeks. [Laughter] Thanks to
you, she won’t be. And I think on election
night you’ll be very proud that you were here
tonight.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:37 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Richard Stierwalt and Bruce Orosz;
Republican Presidential nominee Gov. George W.
Bush; and former Secretaries of the Treasury Rob-
ert E. Rubin and Lloyd Bentsen.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for
Governor Mel Carnahan in Jefferson
City, Missouri
October 20, 2000

Jean, Robin, Tom, Russ, Debra, to all the
Carnahan family and the extended Carnahan
family; to the Sifford family; and Governor

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 04:16 Oct 25, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00059 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD23OC00.000 ATX006 PsN: ATX006



2522 Oct. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

and Mrs. Wilson; Senator Daschle and Con-
gressman Gephardt and all the Members of
Congress who are here and the Governors.
I think I can speak for Hillary and the Vice
President and Tipper when I say that we are
profoundly honored to be here, and we come
out of respect for the work that Mel
Carnahan did for the people of Missouri, the
example he set for the Nation, and the gen-
uine friendship he showed to us.

I loved the guy. And anybody who thinks
he was dull never looked him straight in the
eye, because he had steel and passion and
fire. And I think he rather enjoyed being un-
derestimated by people who disagreed with
him.

I hope his fellow citizens of this ‘‘Show
Me’’ State will be gratified by what is an ab-
solutely stunning representation here in this
crowd of his fellow Governors, United States
Senators, United States Representatives
from all across this great land. They came
here because he in some way touched them
or because he inspired them or because, like
me, they were just crazy about him.

He was a leader in the very best way. Yes,
he was a leader like Harry Truman—he
spoke the plain truth and thought there was
no greater calling than public service and
really believed if you appealed to the best
in people, most of the time that’s exactly what
you’d get.

In a time when it’s fashionable for people
in public life to sort of complain about the
difficulties of it, he was frank to say that he
liked politics and public service. Indeed, he
loved it. He didn’t understand why some
people thought it was a sacrifice and a pain.
For him, it was a calling, a calling to work
with people, and I saw it personally.

I don’t know how many times either the
Vice President or I came to Missouri because
this was the leading State in the country in
moving people from welfare to work. He be-
lieved that the dignity of a job and the ability
to work and support one’s children was the
best form of social welfare. And he thought
we could do it right. And we came here at
least three times—I did—to try to point the
way to the rest of the country to look and
see what was going on here and know we
could do it all around America.

I, too, remember those awful floods where
he led by example, scrambling up levies to
help bear the burden of sandbagging. When
his critics warned him not to raise taxes for
education because he could lose his job, he
decided Missouri’s kids were worth the risk.
And those of us who followed him loved him
even more.

And when some outside interests tried to
pass a concealed weapon law in Missouri, he
really took his career in his hands. Mel and
Robin and the entire family got a lot of peo-
ple involved, even got Hillary involved, ev-
erybody they could scrounge up to help them
to stand up and turn a tide that, I have to
confess, I didn’t think they could turn.

For the Carnahans, politics was a noble
family affair. They have given so much of
them, each in their own way. And they’ve
done it with dignity, grace, and generosity
of spirit. For all the young people out here
wondering whether politics is or is not com-
patible with a good, loving family, I say, look
at the Carnahans. You can deal with the
rough and tumble. If there’s enough love,
you will endure and flourish.

Less than a week ago, our friend Mel was
hard at work in what turned out to be his
last campaign. I thought when we marched
behind the casket today and the magnificent
horse with the boot turned backwards in the
stirrups, that in a way it was fitting that our
friend Mel died in the saddle with his boots
on, fighting for the causes he championed
and the people of Missouri whom he loved
so much and served so well.

We honor that. And we honor the life of
his son and of Chris Sifford. We honor the
fact that Randy was always ready to help and
support his father. We honor the fact that
Chris was an idealist who gave so much of
his life to the public service that Mel did.
We honor the fact that they believed in him,
and in turn, he made them believe in them-
selves and their ability to make a difference.

I like the fact that Mel Carnahan was the
only politician that I have known who was
actually not ashamed to say that one of his
political role models was Adlai Stevenson. It
didn’t matter to him that Stevenson had holes
in his shoes, lost the Presidency twice, and
was considered by most people to be an im-
practical egghead. The main thing was,
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Stevenson was an elegant, good man who
thought politics was a noble endeavor. And
he said it better than just about anybody ever
has.

I will never forget coming to a rally in
southwest Missouri in early 1992, when Mel
was involved in a very tough primary for Gov-
ernor that he wasn’t necessarily favored to
win, and I was running for President, polling
a distant fifth in New Hampshire. Only my
mother thought I could win. But Mel
Carnahan came to that rally in southwest
Missouri and came out for me. He had abso-
lutely nothing to gain by it—nothing. He did
it just because he thought it was right. And
for 8 years, he has been my friend and my
partner.

In so many ways, he was a magnificent
Governor. I suspect only those who have
worked with him across a wide range of
issues can know just how good he was. The
last thing we did here together, Jean, was
talk about the Patients’ Bill of Rights and to
eat a little barbecue. Mel made sure we went
in the kitchen and shook hands with the peo-
ple there. He never let me forget that just
because I wasn’t running again, I was still
a public servant.

I am grateful—grateful—that I knew Mel
Carnahan. I am grateful that we had the
chance to work together. He left us too early,
but he had a great ride. He had a wonderful
wife, devoted children, people who believed
in public service. Robin worked in our ad-
ministration for a while, and I’m grateful for
that. And I think we should remember him
with this admonition of Saint Paul to the Ga-
latians: ‘‘While we have time, let us do good.’’

I spoke the other day to a congregation
of bishops of the Church of God in Christ,
and I made the mistake of saying I was glad
to be with them because, unlike me, they
weren’t term-limited. And the head bishop
stood up and said, ‘‘Mr. President, we are
all term-limited.’’ So if he were here—and
in a way, he is—he would say, ‘‘Okay, so I
had a lot more I wanted to do, but I had
a good ride. And it’s not so bad being up
there. The boys are good company, and I’m
looking down on you. You know what to do.
While you have time, do good.’’

We’ll miss you, Mel. We’ll try to take up
the slack, but we’ll not have another one like
you. God bless you, and Godspeed.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. on the
South Grounds of the State Capitol. In his re-
marks, he referred to Governor Carnahan’s
widow, Jean, and their children Robin, Tom, and
Russ, and Russ’ wife, Debra; and Governor
Carnahan’s successor Roger B. Wilson, and his
wife, Pat. Governor Carnahan died in a plane
crash south of St. Louis on October 16 while trav-
eling to a campaign event with his son Roger
(Randy) and his senior adviser, Chris Sifford.

Statement on Signing the Fourth
Continuing Resolution for Fiscal
Year 2001

October 20, 2000

Today I am signing a measure that will
grant Congress still one more in a series of
extensions it needs to finish its work. Unfor-
tunately, Congress has shown little urgency
toward completing its work, even though we
are now 3 weeks into the new fiscal year,
and some of our most essential priorities, es-
pecially in the area of education, have yet
to be addressed.

As of today, Congress has failed to make
a commitment to reducing class size and re-
pairing our crumbling schools—two prior-
ities crucial for our Nation’s students. I urge
Congress to approve our proposed tax credits
to help local communities with new school
construction. In addition, Congress should
invest in accountability to turn around or
shut down failing schools and open them
under new management, in improving teach-
er quality, and in expanding after-school ef-
forts that help children learn in a safe envi-
ronment.

Congress must get to work to address
these and other key priorities. The measure
I am signing today ends in 5 days. Congress
should complete its work by Wednesday,
when this stopgap funding measure expires.
If Congress fails to complete its work by
then, I will only grant additional extensions
one day at a time. Congress needs to stay
in town and complete its business without
additional delay.
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